
Do you know what Rio + 20 means?    It is the title of a conference organised by the United Nations to 
be held in Rio Janeiro, Brazil next June.  In 1992 a conference was held in Rio on climate change and 
sustainable development. (Sustainable development means, development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs).  The 
Commission on Sustainability was created to monitor and to report on the implementation of the Earth 
Summit agreements.                                       
 
There have been a number of U N conferences in the past twenty years at which progress was 
assessed.  Now, 20 years on, another U N  Conference will take place in Rio to assess progress on 
the three pillars of sustainable development: economic, social and environmental.  Weaknesses and 
inefficiencies in the structures adopted at the Rio Conference have emerged and efforts will be made 
by both governments and civil groups to ensure that a more cohesive and co-ordinated structure is 
created in advance of Rio+20. 
Do you know that we, as Sisters of Mercy, can be actively involved in shaping the agenda for this 
“moment of opportunity” for the whole earth community|?  This is what I learned at a meeting in the 
Catherine Mc Auley Centre, Herbert Street on Thursday 3

rd
 November.  (Yes, we all received an e-

mail inviting us to the meeting!) 
 
 This meeting was convened to discuss the theme of Rio+20 i.e The Green Economy. The world 
Resources Institute says:” A green Economy promotes a triple bottom line: sustaining and advancing 
economic, environmental and social well-being”. The notion of a Green Economy has gained currency 
in recent years because it seems to address the triple crisis: climate, food and the economy.  In many 
respects it carries the promise of a new economic growth paradigm that is friendly to the earth’s eco-
systems and can also contribute to poverty alleviation, thus being truly sustainable. 
 
  The meeting in Herbert Street, Dublin, was facilitated by Susan DeGuide from the Central 
Leadership Team and Mary Purcell who is assistant Director of Mercy International Association 
Global Action. Also present was Nora Burke, a sister from the Western Province who will attend the 
pre Rio+20 Conference in Geneva on December 1

st
 and 2

nd
. She will be the Mercy International 

Association European representative for U N Global Action at the conference.  There were twenty 
people present, sisters and mercy associates from earth ministries and it was a truly life-giving 
experience to share in the discussion with people who have a clear understanding of the issues. The 
question is: How can we raise our voices to make a difference?  As Mercy people we have many 
challenges, especially the need to question our lifestyles over the past years.  
On the day we met in Herbert Street it was announced that Minister Hogan will not now implement a 
climate change Bill.  He has succumbed to pressure from both business and farming groups.  We 
need to take action by lobbying our local representatives, writing to minister Hogan and maybe just 
talking about the issue.  
 
 The importance of the meeting for me was that I now feel involved in the preparations for Rio+20 and 
I look forward to our next meeting when Nora will report on her trip to Geneva.  You can also be 
involved in the process by attending this meeting!  It will be held in Baggot Street on Friday 16

th
 

December from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm.  Cost 15 euro and lunch is included.  You will receive an e-mail 
inviting you!  
 
We wish Nora blessings as she travels to Geneva on our behalf! 
 
 


